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RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 

Sir: 

This is responsive to the final Office action of February 24, 2004, and is timely filed. 

INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 

Claims 1,3, 5, 6, 8, 10-12, 16 and 18-20 are pending in the present application. Claims 1, 
3, 5, 6, 8, 10-12, 16 and 18-20 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Scifres et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,280 7 107) in view of Mifune et al. (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,324,149). 

No claims have been amended or deleted. No new claims have been added. Applicant 
respectfully contends that the differences between the claimed invention and the prior art axe 
such that the claimed invention is patentably distinct over the prior ait. . 


> 


BRMFSLA 43571 vl 


PAGE4/11 * RCVD AT 5/24W004 6:13:28 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 * DNIS:8729319 r CS!D:3107128383 * DURATION (mm^ss):03-56 


